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Visit southcarolina.sierraclub.org for a list of the award
winners and additional pictures!
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Seeing the Big Picture Congaree Chronicle
: . Sierra Club of South Carolina
Susan Corbett, Chair, South Carolina Chapter P 0. Box 2388

This past January™1| had a small New Year's Day gathering with some close 1314 Lincoln Street

friends and told everyone it was a zero waste party. . . one of my most import Columbia, SC 29202
New Year's resolutions is to get as close to zero waste at my house this yeargl eIt ¥yIy,
possible. | still have a teenager at home, so it will be a bit of a challenge, alt www.southcarolina.sierraclub.org

he is really not the main problem. American packaging practices and how wg Chapter Executive Committee
with them are really the big challenge. Chair: Susan Corbett, West Columbia

| began implementing my resolution at the party by usingsable plastic plates, JRSEEECIUIER IR
cups, cloth napkins, my own silverware, and | bought cheap $1 wine glasses Vice Chair: Bob Guild,
of the beverage bottles were recyclable, and | had folks put all the food scrap
a compost container. Except for the packaging the rice, black eyed peas and
food came in, nothing went into the trash. Treasurer: Jim Robey, Columbia
jlrobey@bellsouth.net

Columbia
bguild@mindspring.com

Reducing what goes into the trash can is a good thing. Every year American
duce 220 million tons of trash. This is equivalent to burying more than 82,00 QoY o RO E A=t VA= e AN S L
football fields six feet deep in compacted garbage. Right now, only 32% of it J s teat@ e lels [ LK) go)
recycled. The average European generates about 1200 Ibs of garbage a yed . ;
average Chinese: 480 Ibs per year. We Americans produce 1600. In the 10 $SUULENEUSSICT dgkr LI B A CEREN
the Swiss government began a strict program to reduce waste. Today, the aUErEEUESELEIETG R
family in Zurich (which has a standar(_j of living comparab_le to ours) produce_ Membership Chair: Emily Jackson, Florence
one bag of garbage a week. The Swiss program proves it can be done; we j{# :

Lo9 P Y . ; jackst04@gmail.com
aren't doing it. We are far and away the world's leader in what we throw awa
and we're starting to feel the strain of where to put all this garbage. Allyn Schneider, Hilton Head

. ) aschneider@hargray.com
This past month, some concerned folks from Chester called our office to tell @hargray

big national company was trying to locate an incinerator in rural Chester coul={gll\YAREel <lo M =i [o]¢=1g[o1:)
Under the guise of "green energy," this company, Covanta, builds large incingEl & @ =1 Relo]1)
tors to burn municipal garbage, generating a small amount of electricity in the
process, and labeling it "green.” What the slick PR brochures don't tell you i gV =e0s M e]e=1=1\V;1([
incinerators are just landfills in the air. You can't get rid of the toxic ingredieng i {e/i{dsl=Y@l¥:sleleRele]1)!
our household products just by burningtilemh ey 6r e ei t her

stack, or they end up in the ash, which has to go somewhere. . . usually near LUUERSE GRSl
the banks of a river or over a watershed, which it then proceeds to pollute. MUUSUEIEIEISII N
cury, lead, cadmium, arsenic, and a whole host of other toxic fumes, including
deadly dioxins and furans, are emitted in the burning. Incinerator ash is com
ble to coal ash, which is reaching national crisis levels in its toxicity and pollu

Elaine Cooper, Columbia
irafcooper@earthlink.net

Joe Zdenek, Rock Hill

So much of what we are throwing away are natural resources that are being 'jzdenek@comporium.net

pleted, or that require mining and the destruction of land to obtain. For exam
aluminum cans start as the ore bauxite, which is strip mined. The manufactugVEYIasEl T l11es
process of the can wastes thrparters of the excavated raw material. AluminUElo VYV LRI IE - [l 1=
is sometimes call ed fAconge aditimed mad e
energy to turn aluminum ore into a new can than it does to recycle a used onUEUSSERVIPA S e\

. . . mgmitzne @coastal.edu
What is needed is a national program to reduce our garbage. People should

encouraged to compost food scraps, recycle everything that can be recycled JUEEiACIE1a M ©7e][Tyglo]F}
be mindful of buying products that are over packaged. Buying in bulk is chea§[=Ein%e]evA@lleliytYIKelolyy:
and reduces packaging garbage. Legislation should be passed to encouragg
to cradle practices in which products are designed to be cycled back into prog
not thrown away. Companies that reduce packaging
should be rewarded with incentives or tax credits. Jerry Rudolph, Lexington

gerald.rudolph@gmail.com

Jim Majors, Greenville
jim_majors@bellsouth.net

We must implement practices and adopt a zero waste

mentality that will reduce the amount of trash we are Marjorie Palmer, Columbia
throwing away. Many years ago, | spent fourtesmths marjorie_palmer@alumni.sewanee.edu
in Asia, first in Taiwan, then in Hong Kong, Macau, Ma- Staff:
laysia and Thailand. One of the things that struck me, as Ch—apter Legislative Director: Cary Chambleg
. chambleec@gmail.com
continued on page 1 Office Administrator: Kurt Henning

khenning.sierra.club@gmail.com
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